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Education for Democracy in Europe 

First edition 2026-2027 

 

Notice of competition 

 

Art 1 – Reasons for the project 

The European Union is a unique experiment in modern history. It is both an extraordinary political 

and economic innovation that brings together over 500 million citizens. It can be considered a 

bastion of global democracy, provided that it remains united and faithful to its founding values. 

Historical memory is a pillar for understanding the origins of European values. Remembering the 

horrors of totalitarianism, world wars and the Holocaust serves to prevent dangerous drifts. The 

preservation of places of memory and their educational enhancement are essential tools for 

building historical awareness in new generations.  

In recent decades, democracy in Europe has been taken for granted, yet it is not a definitive 

achievement, but a fragile system that requires constant maintenance. Democracy is not acquired 

and stabilised once and for all, but requires constant investment to maintain institutional integrity, 

the rule of law, pluralism and civil liberties in the face of internal and external threats. There is an 

urgent need to rediscover the deep roots of democracy and recognise the dangers that lie ahead. 

Democracy today is threatened by internal and external forces. Internally, disillusionment with 

institutions and the crisis of representation are jeopardising social cohesion and civic participation. 

Growing mistrust requires a profound effort of education, vigilance and renewal. External threats 

include pressure from authoritarian regimes, manipulation of information and foreign 

interference.  

Democracy also faces a number of emerging problems caused by the spread of social media and 

the advent of artificial intelligence. The uncontrolled spread of fake news on social media poses a 

serious threat to the quality of democratic debate, as it compromises citizens' ability to access 

reliable information and, consequently, to make informed choices. The abundance of content, 

typical of the digital environment, reduces citizens' ability to exercise critical analysis, pushing 

them towards rapid and superficial consumption of news. In this way, the ability of social media to 

shape public opinion progressively weakens the role of representative institutions and undermines 

the quality of democratic participation. 
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European civic education should be an integral part of school education, with shared programmes, 

interdisciplinary approaches and up-to-date teaching tools. Knowledge of the EU institutions, 

treaties, common rights and duties is essential to overcome nationalism and educate informed 

citizens. Addressing major challenges – climate change, migration, social justice – can stimulate a 

sense of responsibility and transnational belonging. 

Only through a committed investment in education, remembrance and civic participation will it be 

possible to defend European democracy and project it into the future. The younger generations 

are called upon to take up the baton of a project that is never definitively completed, but must be 

renewed every day.  

A European identity can also be built through appropriate educational programmes. European 

identity cannot be solely institutional or economic, but must also be experienced on a cultural and 

emotional level. A Europe in which young people feel “at home” everywhere promotes 

integration, mutual respect and intercultural dialogue. 

 

Art. 2 - Purpose 

The Imprendi Foundation – School of Entrepreneurship ETS promotes an award for projects and 

teaching materials created by students in the European Union, with the specific aim of: 

•    raising awareness of democratic values and how democracies work 

•    raising awareness of the risks facing democracies at this particular moment in history; 

•    developing a sense of belonging to the European Union as a bastion of democracy; 

•    developing shared projects for education in democracy and European citizenship. 

The fundamental objective of this action is, on the one hand, to make students more aware of the 

democratic principles of which Europe is one of the main proponents and, on the other, to cement 

a principle of cohesion in order to strengthen the defence of these democratic principles. 

 

Art 3 - Target audience 

The Education for Democracy in Europe project focuses on young students in order to raise their 

awareness and commitment to the defence of democratic principles in the Union. The award is 

aimed at students, particularly those aged between 15 and 18, who attend upper secondary 

schools. 

Students from all European Union countries are invited to participate. Students from the United 

Kingdom are also welcome. 

They may participate individually but, preferably, in groups. Groups may be made up of students 

from the same country (even from different schools) but also from different EU countries in order 

to foster European dialogue and cooperation. 

Students are also invited to plan and implement educational projects and events on the subject of 

democracy education in their own countries or jointly with students from other countries. 
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Students are also invited to explore a range of topics (Art. 3) and develop teaching materials on 

topics of their choice. The materials are intended for their peers with a view to peer teaching. 

For the international usability of the materials, the use of English is preferred.  

Art. 4 - Topics 

The topics on which students are invited to produce projects and teaching materials are as 
follows: 

•    History of democracy 

•    20th-century European history  

•    Democratic ideals 

•    The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

•    The European Convention on Human Rights 

•    Liberalism and civil liberties 

•    Freedom of the press 

•    Freedom of education 

•    The right to education 

•    Liberal democracy 

•    The constitution of one's own country 

•    The relationship between liberal democracy and the economic system 

•    Fully democratic systems (full democracies) 

•    Democratic backsliding 

•    Flawed democracies 

•    Illiberal democracy 

•    Autocracies 

•    The relationship between social media and democracy 

•    The relationship between artificial intelligence and democracy 

 

Art. 5 - Award application 

Applications must be submitted using an online form and specifying: 

- the names of the students who created the project and produced the teaching material  
- their nationality 
- the schools involved in the application 
- the name of a teacher who supervised the project and his/her e-mail address 
- the type of material produced (texts, videos, podcasts, etc.) 
- the e-mail address chosen for sending and receiving communications relating to the competition 
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The application must be submitted by 28 February 2027 using the Form available at the following LINK. 

(https://forms.gle/H7EBTjy98Ew9wDUG9) 

 

Art. 6 – Type of Prizes 

The prizes are to be understood as exclusively moral and reputational in nature. The projects 

submitted to the competition and the teaching materials produced must be licensed under 

Creative Commons Licence (Attribution, Non-commercial). 

The prizes are intended as recognition of the quality of the submitted projects and of their 

potential designation as best practice examples. 

Fondazione Imprendi undertakes to give maximum visibility to the projects deemed worthy of 

prizes on a website dedicated to the project. 

Art. 7 – International Evaluation Committee 

Fondazione Imprendi undertakes to coordinate the establishment of an International Committee 

to evaluate the finalist projects at the European level. 

Art. 8 – Evaluation of Applications 

The International Committee selects a maximum of 10 finalist applications from those submitted 

by each individual country. 

The 10 finalist projects are invited to present their projects at an in-person event which may take 

place, subject to agreement, at a European institutional venue on 9 May 2027, on the occasion of 

Europe Day 2027. 

Following the presentations, the International Committee will draw up a ranking of merit. 

The following constitute preferential evaluation criteria: 

• The quality of the material produced; 

• The number of students involved in the project; 

• The number of countries of origin of the students; 

• The quality of the presentation at the final event. 

The International Committee reserves the right not to award prizes in the absence of sufficiently 

qualified applications. 

Applications deemed worthy of advancing to the final stage will be announced by 28 February 

2027 via email to the address designated for the competition and indicated in the application. 

Finalists must inform the Foundation by 15 March 2027 of their intention to participate in the final 

event at which the prizes will be awarded. Failure to communicate by this deadline will be 

considered a withdrawal. 

https://forms.gle/H7EBTjy98Ew9wDUG9
https://forms.gle/H7EBTjy98Ew9wDUG9
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Art. 9 – Celebration Event and Award Ceremony 

The Imprendi Foundation undertakes to coordinate the organization of an event for the 

announcement of the winners and the awarding of prizes at a European institutional venue on 9 

May 2027, on the occasion of Europe Day 2027. 

The winning projects will be awarded a diploma bearing the name(s) of the institution(s) and the 

title of the project. 

The prize winners will also be featured on the website of Imprendi Foundation – School of 

Entrepreneurship (www.imprendifoundation.org). 

Art. 10 – Processing of Personal Data 

In accordance with the provisions of EU Regulation 679/2016 on the “protection of natural 

persons with regard to the processing of personal data” (GDPR), it is specified that: 

• The data will not be used for purposes other than those related to the organization of the 

Prize. 

• The data acquired by Fondazione Imprendi – School of Entrepreneurship will be processed 

by its staff and by authorized individuals serving as members of the Evaluation Committees 

referred to in Art. 5 of these Regulations. 

• The data will be collected, used, and processed by manual, electronic, and telematic means 

in accordance with the principles of fairness, lawfulness, and transparency. 

• The data acquired for the purpose of participation in the Prize will be retained for 3 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imprendi Foundation ETS - Corso Milano 43 – 35100 Padova           www.imprendifoundation.org 

E-mail address for information: education.democracy.europe@gmail.com 

http://www.imprendifoundation.org/
http://www.imprendifoundation.org/
mailto:education.democracy.europe@gmail.com
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Education for Democracy in Europe 

First Edition 2026–2027 

Application Form for the Competition 

(via Google Form) 

Name of the Institution 

Type of Institution 

Address 

Country 

School Principal (Surname and First Name) 

Contact Teacher (Surname and First Name) 

Email Address of the Contact Teacher 

Students who produced the submitted material (Surnames and First Names) 

Type of material produced 

Attachments (materials) 

 

This form printed and signed by the School Principal 

 


